Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! As we reached the end of another blessed year
together, we re ected on the year's most wonderful gifts of family and friends; some new,
many life-time, and those whom we bid farewell too soon. May God richly bless you all!
ADVENTURING

WINTER/SPRING

While we have certainly settled here in
North West Arkansas, our adventures
never end! We decided these rst
years we will explore the area and
experience all four seasons. This last
year we spent some time exploring the
area, visiting the seemingly endless
new to us places, and hiking new
trails. We have so much more to
discover! Arkansas has some beautiful
places and we want to see them all!

REMODELING
The big remodel of the year was the
kitchen. Shawn completely replaced
the cabinets, countertops, backsplash,
and hardware. From the time we

So beautiful; Winter Wonderland

ordered the cabinets until the install
was nished took about four months.
We had just started the upstairs and
did continue some in late spring on
rainy days and in the summer when it
was too buggy and hot to be outside.
Once the fall came, we tabled the
remodeling and worked on other
projects outside and in our new
community.
This coming winter we will continue to
work inside the house and wood shop
in between snowy hikes and snowball
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I really enjoyed spring except this year it
rained too much

Summertime is so beautiful here (minus the bugs)!
We have owers everywhere!
SUMMER/FALL

SETTLING IN TO THE COMMUNITY
In March, I completed the Arkansas
Master Gardener course and then
volunteered to tend the plants around the
town square in Jasper for the summer. We
joined a local church and have been pretty
involved doing things there. And Shawn
has been working with the local American
Legion on some building maintenance.
I always scheduled my plant activities
down town during the farmer's markets
when I could. It was so nice to meet many

Arial view of Jasper

people from the community and interact
with the tourists who come here to enjoy

the beauty of our area. In summer, people camp and " oat" the Bu alo River. There are
many cabin rentals and tourism runs heavy through the fall. Winter last year was pretty
quiet and the roads get a little dangerous as the winter progresses. We are getting use

I hate to say it but because of the
bugs, I am not a fan. Ticks and
chiggers have to go! Chickens and
Guineas in our future!

to the steep climbs and winding roads. I have to put the FJ Cruiser in 4WD to come up
our road to the house.
We see a lot of deer and have been to Boxley canyon a few times to see the Elk herd
there. Owls, Eagles, and Hawks are regular visitors and many of the locals say they see
bear, fox, coyotes, wolves, and mountain lions but we have not seen those yet. Not
really sure we want to!
Locals around here let their dogs just run and I saw a funny post in FB about telling the
tourists to stop calling animal control about it!
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Fall is my favorite! Still gardening but
no bugs! Awesome!

OUR HELPERS
Oliver and Zoe were found abandoned
and taken to a local cat rescue. Jackie
brought them by to see if they would be a
good t for us and the rest is history!
These two 7 month old kittens are
polydactyl; they have more than the
standard toes on each front paw which
makes them fabulous tree climbers and
hunters.
Oliver has a chilled out calm and cool
personality but has a lot of energy and
Zoe is full of mischief, a little moody, and
eternally curious about every thing.
They romp and play in our yard, chasing
each other, attacking leaves, climbing
trees, and pouncing on whatever moves.

OUR FIRST VISITOR
We had our rst visitor and fellow traveler,
John who camped in our RV site in July.
Yes, it was very buggy but we did some
site seeing and hiking anyway; it was so
nice to have him. He is a great adventurer
and fellow veteran. Thanks for the visit
John; you are always welcome!

Meet our newly adopted polydactyl kittens, Oliver and
Zoe. We hired them to control the rodent population
and they have become our new family!
APPLE CRANBERRY SALAD
INGREDIENTS:
6 cups greens (whatever you like; I pick whatever is growing)
1 Granny Smith apple, thinly sliced
1/2 cup pecan pieces
1/3 cup pomegranate arils
1/3 cup dried cranberries
1/3 cup crumbled goat feta cheese
DRESSING:
1/4 cup olive oil
1/4 cup apple cider vinegar
1 lemon, juiced
1 Tbsp maple syrup
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1 Tbsp poppy seeds

4 WHEELING ADVENTURE
I am pretty sure we would have more
pictures but I stayed home! Shawn
attended the October 2021 Cottonland
Cruiser Annual event in Hot Springs, AR
which is about 3 hours south of our
property.
He met fellow land cruising partner Larry
and his wife Carolyn there; they had a nice
visit and a good time cruising.
I thought it might be nice for Shawn to just
have some guy time and me some Deana
time but turns out, it's creepy here without
him and I missed him so was glad when
he came home.

FARM SITTING
We met an awesome couple, Doug and
Jennifer, who live in Harrison (about 23
miles/1 hour driving time) from here. They
have a small farm and asked us to farmsit for them in September. So we got to go
take care of the animals for a week late
September and we had a blast! Plus the
animals were very entertained!

Top: Shawn and his
cruiser.
Middle Le : Flowers
in fa .
Middle Right: Glory
Hole waterfa .
Bottom Le : Us on
another hike.
Bottom Right: Lilacs
and butter ies
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